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ANN. Yeah, they ought to be here any mioute now. Will you have s
cold drink?

suE. 1 will, thanks. (ANN goes 10 table and powrs.) My busband.
Too hot to drive me to beach.—Men are like lirtle boys; for the
aeighbors they'll always cut the grass.

ANN. People like to do things for the Kellers. Been that way since
T can remember.

sus. I¢'s amazing. 1 guess your brother's coming to give you away,
heh?

ANN. (Giving ber drink.) 1 doo’t know. 1 suppose.

suE. You must be all nerved up.

ANN. I’ always a problem getting yourself married, isa'c it?
su. Thar depends o your shape, of course. I doa't see why you
should have had 2 problem.

ANN. I've had chances—

sus. Tl bec. It's romantic . . . it's very unusual © me, marrying
the brother of your sweetheart.

ANN. T don’t know. I think it's mosdy that whenever I need some-
body o tell me the truth I've always thought of Cheis. When he
cells you something you know it's so. He relaxes me.

sue. And he's got money. That's importanc, you know.

ANN. It wouldn't matter t0 me.

suE. You'd be surprised. It makes all the difference. I married en
interne. On my salary. And thar was bad, because as 3000 15 8
‘woman supports a man he owes her something. You can never owe
somebody without reseating them. (ANN laughs.) That's true, you
know.

ANN. Undemeath, I think the docor is very devored.

suB. Oh, certinly. Bu it's bed when & man always secs che bars in
froat of him. Jim thinks he's in jai all the time.

ANN.Oh . ..

sUB. That's why T've been intending t ask you & small favor, Ana
. - it's something very imporant to me.

ANN. Certsinly, if I can do it.

sUB. You can. When you take up housckeeping, try 10 find a place
sway from here.

ANN. Are you fooling?

SUB. T'm very serious. My husbend is unhappy with Chris around.
e, How is cha?

sun. Jim's a successfal docsoe. Bat be's got an ides he'd like w0 do
‘medical research. Discover hings. You see?
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ANN. Well, isa'c that good?
suB. Reseatch pays tweary-five dollars & week minus

the hair shirt. You've go to give up your life to go into it

ANN. How does Chris?

sus. (With growing feeling.) Chris makes people want o be
M«Mlllpuﬂskmkmdmmwpwpk.

ANN. Is that bad?

suB. My husband has & family, desr. Every time he has x session
with Chiis he fels as thogh he's compromisiag by oot giving up
everything for research. As though Chris or anybody else isn't
compromising. It happens with Jim every couple of years. He mees
2 man and makes & starue out of him.

ANN. Maybe he's right. I don't mean that Chris is a statue, but . . .
su. Now darling, you know he's notright.

ANN. I don't agree with you. Chis .

SUE. Lec's face it, dear. Chris is working with his facher, isa't he?
He's uking money out of that business every week in the year.
ANN, What of it?

sUB. You ask me what of it?

ANN. I ceraainly do dsk you. (She seems abowt to burst oxt.) You
oughtn't cast aspersions like that, I'm surprised st you.

5UB. You're surprised at me!

ANN. He'd never take five cents out of that plant if there was any-
thing wrong in ic.

SUE. You know that.

ANN. I know ic. I reseat everything you'

sus. (Mmluwlbn)\’mha-'hulmdun
ANN. Please, I don’t wat to argue.

sus. 1 resent living next door to the Holy Family. It makes me
ook like  bum, you underscand?

ANN. I can't do anything sbout chat

5UB. Who is he to ruin s mars ife? Everybody knows Joe pulled «
fast one 1o get out of jail.

ANN. Tha's not true!

sUs. Then why doa't you go out and alk to people? Go on, talk to
them. There’s not & person on the block who 't know the truth.
ANN. That's a lie. come here all the time for cards and .

suz. So what? They give hitm credi for being smart. 1 do, to0, I've

s driving my husbend
crazy with thar phony idealism of his, snd I'm at the end of my
38




image3.png
cope on it! (CHAIS enters on porch, wearing shirt and tie now. She
swens quickly, bearing. With « mile.) Hello, darling. How's
Mother?

cams. [ thoughe George came.

su. No, it was just us.

cinss. (Coming down 1o them.) Susie, do me  favor, heh? Go up
0 Mother and see if you can calm her. She's ll worked up.

sus. She sill doesn't know sbout you two?

canss. (Lawghs a littie.) Well, she senses it, I guess. You know my
mocher.

sus. (Going #p 10 porch.) Oh, yeah, she's peychic.

‘cunis, Maybe there's something in the medicine chest.

sus. Tll give her one of everything. (O porch.) Don't worty about

Kate; couple of drinks, dance her around  lirce . . . she'll love

Ann. (T'o ANN.) Because you're the female version of him. (CHss

laughs.) Don't be alarmed, 1 said version. (Sbe goes into bowse.)

camss. Interesting woman, isa't she?

ANN, Yesh, she's very interesting.

s, She's & great nurse, you know, she . . .

ANN. (In tension, bt rying 10 control t.) Are you sill doing that?

cHns. (Sensing sometbing wrong, bas sill smiling.) Doing what?

ANN. As 3008 15 you get to know somebody you find a discinction

for them. How do you know she's & great nurse?

‘chnss. Wha's the matier, Ann?

ANN. The woman hares you. She despises you!

cans. Hey . . . what's hit you?

cHus. What happened here?

ANN. You never . . . Why didn't you tell me?

cHus. Tell you what?

ANN. She says they think Joe is guilty.

chnis, Wha difference does it make what they think?

ANN. 1 don' care what they thiak, I just doa't understand why you

took the trouble to deny it. You said it was all forgotten.

cns. 1 didn't want you 10 feel there was anything wrong in you

coming here, tha's al. I know a lot of people think my father was

guilty, and I assumed there might be some question in your mind

ANN. But I never once said 1 suspected him.

‘caas. Nobody says it.

ANN. Chris, 1 know how much you love him, but it could
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